Observations of mortality in farmed bison in the Canadian prairies: 2103 - 2016.
The present study is a continuation of a previous mortality study on Saskatchewan bison farms with special emphasis on Malignant Catarrhal Fever. The updated objective of the study was to estimate the most common causes of mortality in farmed bison herds in Western Canada. Results were compared to the previous Saskatchewan study to assess the similarities and differences in the etiology associated with farmed bison deaths across the Prairie Provinces of Canada. The most common cause of death was respiratory disease associated with Mycoplasma bovis, although this was restricted to Alberta and Saskatchewan farm locations. This was in contrast to the previous Saskatchewan based study which did not identify any deaths involving this pathogen. An updated overall assessment of the risks of Malignant Catarrhal Fever in farmed bison at various proximities to sheep operations further confirmed the low risk of occurrence on farms within a 1 km boundary fence distance.